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MOTION TO OPPOSE THE PRESID NT’S BUDGET PROPOSAL ON THE HOUSING
CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM (ITEM NO. 2, AGENDA OF JUNE 1, 2004)

tern No. 2 on the June 1, 2004Agenda is a motion by Supervisor Burke to opposethe
President’sbudgetproposalon theHouseChoiceVoucher(HCV) programandanyother
efforts that would weakenthe Housing Authority’s ability to effectively administerthe
program, instruct the County’s Washingtonadvocatesto work for the defeatof the
proposal,and senda five-signatureletter to the California Congressionaldelegation
opposingtheproposal.

ThePresident’sFederalFiscalYear (FFY) 2005 Budgetincludesaproposalto convertthe
existing Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher program, which provides rental housing
subsidiesto low incomefamilies, into a new“Flexible Voucher” program. While the HCV
programis a unit-basedfundedprogramunderwhich public housingauthorities(PHA5),
suchastheCounty’s,receiveallocationsto fundaspecifiednumberof housingunits, the
new program would be “dollar-based” funded. That is, PHAs would receive a fixed
allocationwith greaterflexibility overtheuseof funds.

TheCounty’sHousingAuthority, theNationalAssociationof HousingandRedevelopment
Officials (NAHRO), andmanyotherhousingorganizationsopposethis budgetproposal
becauseit would provide$1.9 billion lessthantheamountneededto fully fund all current
housingvouchersin FFY 2005, accordingto NAHRO estimates.The funding shortfall
would grow over time if programfunding is fixed at the currentlevel and rental housing
costscontinueto rise, Theybelievethatthegreaterflexibility underthe FlexibleVoucher
program, therefore, would mean little more than greater flexibility on how to cut
expenditures,For example,underthe Administration’s proposal,insteadof reducingthe

DAVID E. .JANSSEN
Chief Administrative Officer

‘To Enrich Lives ThroughEffectiveAndCaring Seniice”



Each Supervisor
June 1,2004
Page 2

number of housing units receiving subsidies, PHAs would be allowed to provide fewer
vouchers to very low income families and reduce the size of rental subsidies relative to
tenants’ incomes.

The Federal Legislative Agenda adopted by your Board on January 20, 2004 includes a
funding priority to support increased funding for public housing and Section 8 programs,
including the HCV program. The motion’s recommendation to oppose the President’s
budget proposal which would cut HCVfunding, therefore, is consistent with current Board
policy. The Congress has not yet scheduled any action on the FFV2005 appropriations bill
which funds Department of Housing and Urban Development programs.
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